
fT.niue', aad "I iftUM duties, and ihc »ub-ii-|
'|1)B ibeii r'»ce of ad lalurcn duties, aMhej
Lrtu Mdil ni'v| equitable indirect tax «vbich can

Jiiiiip"-'d- P.v lhe 0,1 r"lorm prioclplf, all artiILiff
taxed according to their cost or value, and

wh.rh iire of inferior quality or of small

L, (»,r only the just ptoportion of thetiix with

J,** wInch ate of superior qualify or gre.vei cost

rt,article- consumed bv all are taxed at the same

' A system of nd rnlorim revenue duli-s,
rub pr>'f»ej cji>rriminatioiiw and proper iruatdLj.>i

frauds in colhrtlre them, it is »,,| doub'ed,
*)l ,if.rd ample. Incidental advantages to the

jjnulicttireis, ami enable them to derive as great
as can be detived from any other rrgitlnr

uwiness. It is believed that such a system, strictly

rItbin the revenue standard, will place the maniiyiuriog
interests on a stable I'ooitoy, and inure to

^permanent advautage; while it will, as nearly
jtnav beptaclicable, extend to nil tbe great intei^fci

the country tbe incidental protection wbicb

,t be afforded by our tevenue laws. Such a *yn
r(n when once firmly established, would be perptt'etit,and not be subject to the constant cotn--.laii.ins,and changes which must ever

hjllfllS *»'"
CJgr, when dotifMff not laid for revenue, but for,

L|" nroteetioo ineiely" of a favored interest.

Id the deliberations 0/Oongrevs on this subject,1
n> hoped thnt n «pir!t of mutual concession and'

j'^pfoinise between conflicting interests may pretitl
an>' that be result of their labors may be

trovced «ith the happiest consequrDce*.
gy the oonstllu ion of the United States it pro-

riM that "no money shall be drawn from the

treasury but in consequence ot appropriations!
untie by law.' A public treasury was undoubr[e)lrcontemplated aod intended to be created, in

ifhlch the public money should be kept from the1
»rk>l of collection until needed tor nutdic uses

|o the collection and disbursement of the public
money no agencies have ever been employed by;
lie, eicept such a? were appointed by the govern
ertt, directly responsible to it, and under its con-1
trol. The sate keeping of the pufclie money should

p confided to a public treasury created by law,)
_< like responsibility and control. It i-

loicbf imagined ibai ihe Iramers ofthe constitu-;
ligjcuiild have intended that a tieasury should be

denied "s» pliee id', deposite and safekeeping ol

ita public money which wu* irresponsible to the;
rererntnent. The first Congress under the consti-}
won, by ihe act of the second of September, 17eO,
>10 establish the Treasury Department," provided
fir the hpp" ntinent of a treasurer, and made it his

inly " to receive and keep the moneys of the United
Sum," and "at nil tnnea to submit to the Secretary
m (be Treasury and the Comptroller, or either ol

,liflii,ihe inspection of the moneys in his bands."
That banks, national or state, could not have

tern intended to be used as a substitute for the
irnsttry spoken of in the constitution, as keepers
odhe public money, is manifest (rom the fact, that
it that time there was no national bank, and bull
ihreeorfonr State banks of limited capital existed
,athe country. Their employment ns depositories
tit at first resorted to, to a limited extent, but with
10 avowed intention of continuing them permanently,Id place of the treasury of the constitution.
When iliey were af erwards from time to timeemployed,it was from motives of supposed convenience.
Our experience lias shown, that when banking

torpora'inns have been the keepers ol the public
money, and been thereby made in effeel the treasury,ine government can have no guaranty that it
ran command the use of its own money for public
imposes. The lute Bank oft he United States proved
obe faithless. The Stale banks which were after-
audsemployed, were faithless. But a few years ago,'
titti millions ol public money in their keeping, the
rbternmeni was brought almost to bankruptcy, and
hepublic credit seriously impaired, because oftbeir
aaoility or indisposition to pay, on demand, to the
loblic credi ors, in the only currency recognised!
iy the constitution. Their failure occurred in a

litnod nf peace, and great inconvenience and loss
rere sufleied by the public frotn it. Had the coun

ybeen involved in a foreign war, that inconveueoceand loss would have been much greater, and
night hare resulted in extreme public calamity,
fhe public money should not be mingled with the
irivate funds of banks or individuals, or be used
or private purposes. When it is placed in banks
or safekeeping, it is in effect loaned to them withiutinterest, and is loaned by them upon interest to
M borrowers from them. The public money is
ontreried into banking capital, and is used and
olned out for the private profit of bank stockhold-
raj and when called for, (as was the case in 1837,)
may be in the pockets of the borrowers from the

inks, instead ol being in the public treasury c n-

rmpiaieu oy me cunswuuion. i ue iramrrsoi me

oBMitution could ncwr -baft" Intended that Ihe
toner paid into the treasury should be thusconertedto private use, and placed beyond the conrolofthe government.
Banks which hold the public money are often
mpted, by a desire ol gain, to extend their loans,
icrease their circulation, and thus stimulate, if not
roduce a spirit ol speculation and extravagance,
rhich sooner or later must result in ruin to thoumd".If the public money be not permitted to be
ins used, but be kept in the treasury and paid out
}the public creditors m geld and silver, the tempuiona lib riled by its deposite with banks to an uniteexpansion of their business would be checked,
rhile the amount of ihe constitutional currency
tit in circulation, would be enlarged b/ its euilojrmentin the public collections and disbursements,and the banks themselves would in conseuei.cehe found in a safer and sounder condition.
At present. State banks are employed as deposirrles,but without adequate regulation of law,

thereby the public money ran be secured against
M casualties and excesses, revulsions, suspensions,
ort defalcations, to which, from over is*ne«, overriding,an inordinate desire for gain, or other,
inses, they are constantly exposed. The Secre-
try of theTre.isnty has in all cases, when it was
racticahle, taken collateral security for the amount
'Inch they hold, by the pi. dge of stocks of the
tailed States, cr such of the States as were in
ood credit. Some of the deposite banks have
iren this description of security, and others have
relined to do so.

Entertaining the opinion that " the separation of
te moneys ol the government from banking insti-jttiifls is indispensable for the safe y of the funds
f the gove nment and the rights of the people,"
recommend to Congress that provision be made!
y law for such-epatation, and tnat a constitutional
teesury be created lor the safe-keeping of the
ttblic money. The conMiiutionat ireasury re-.
Mnmendad is designed as a secure depository for
^ public money, without any power to make loans
r discounts, or to issue any paper whatever as a

nrrency or circulation. I cannot doabt that such
treasury as was contemplated by the constitution,hoold be independent ot all banking corporations.."he money of the people should be kept in the
taaswy ol the people created by law, and be in the
Uody of agents of the people chosen by thera-|t ves, according to the forms of the constitution :
pnis who are directly responsible lo the govern-1
"hi, who are under adequate bonds and oaths,ad who ire subject lo severe punishments for anymbtrrlricent, private use, or misapplication of the
oblic lunds, and for any failure in other respects"perform their duties. To say that the people or
tetr government are ineontpc ent, or not to lie
twed with ihe custody of their own money, in
wlr own treasury, provided by themselves, butlast rely on the president, cashiers, and stocktildersol hanking corporation*, not appointed bywat, nor responsible to them, would be to concede
tat they are incompetent for self government,a recommending the establishment of a eonstiIItonaltreasury, in which the public money shall
* kept, I desire that adequate provision be made
f law for Its safety, and that alt executive discreditor control over it shall be removed, eicept;)ch as may he necessary in diteeitng its disburse
"nt in pursuance of appropriations made hy law.lTnder out present land system, limiting the miniumprice at which the public lands can he enTedto one dollat and twenty five cents per acre,,
irge quantities of lands of interior quality remain
mold, because they will not command that price,mm the records of the Qrncral Land Office it ap*ars, that, of the public lands remaining unsold in
"several States and Territories in which theyre situated, thirty-nine millions one hundred and
re thousand live hnndred and seventy-seven acres

urrn in the market.subject 10entry morethnn
'.hit year*; fotty-nineWiflions six hundred and
"rly-eight thousand eixmnndred and forty-fourTO f»r more ihart fifteen yearn; seveniy-thret"liion* seventy-four thousand and six hundred
TO tor more than tan rears; and one hundred
M»U million* one hundred and se»enty-six thou-1"id nine hundred and sixty-one acres for more
"» five years. Much the largest portion of these'
'®d< will conilnneto he unsaleable at the minimumdee at which'they are permitted to tie sold, m»i
"a as large territories of lands from Which the:
lf,r? rahuple nor ions have nrit l»en selected are
"anally brought into market by the governmentlilt the viesf to the sale and settlement of these

lands. 1 recommend that the price be grad"'d and reduced below the present minimum
"r.conIbllng the sales at the reduced prlcea to'
W*f« and cultivators, in limited qmniiticsrr»da«ted and reduced |n ptiee for a limited;rat to ona dollar per acre, and after fhe «xd^ijouof that period for a seronrl and third term
over rniea, n large portion of tpe«a lands would
fatchaaed, and many Worthy eftfrems, who are
we to mjt higher rat-a, cooiij pitrclm.se homes'

' tbeinaefviss anil their families. flv adopting the
"wy of (rsdugtinn and rbdnetio* of price, these

- 1

tuferior fands will be sold Joi their real value, while |i
(he Stales in which they lie will be (teed from the e

inconvenience, If not injustice, to which ihey ere c

subjte rd, in consequence of the United Stales con- »

Uniting to own latge quantities of public land- ja
within their borders, not liable to taxation for the s

support of their local jrovernments. i tl
I lecjinmend the continuance of the policy ol a

gianiing pie etnp'ions, in its must liberal extent, to tl
all those w ho have settled, or may lureafet settle, v

on the public lands, whether surveyed or ttnsur- r

vrved, 10 which ti»e Indian title in iy have hecn s

extinguished at the time of settlement. It has been o

louiid by experience, that in con-eqtience of com-1 ti
binations of purchasers and other causes, a very tl
small quantity of the p.iblic lands, when so'd at' p
public auction, commands a higher price than the fi
minimum rate established by law. The settlers v

on the public land* ore, however, but rarely able to; li
sccurt their homes and improvements ar the public ti
sales at that rate; because these combinations, by ti
means ol the capital Ihey command, and their superiorability to purchase, render it impossible for i)
the settler lo comjieic with them in the market. By i<
putting down all competition, these combinations g
of capitalists and speculators are u-ually enabled s

to purchase the lands, Including the improvements 11

ol the settlers, at the minimum price ol (be govern- ri

ment, and either turn them out of their homes, or *

extort from them, according to their ability to pay, e

double or quadrup'e the amount paid fur them to u

the government. It is to the rntriprise and petse- "

verance 01 me muuy piuurer* ui mr wwi, wuu

penetrate the wilderness* with their families, suf- X
ler the danger*, the privations, and hardships at- n

tending the setilement of a new country, atxl pre- c

pate the way for the body of emigrants who, in
the course ol a few yeir>, usually follow tlieni,
that we are, in a great degree, indeh ed for the u

rapid extension and aggrandizement of our roun- "

try. ti

Experience has proved that no portion of our I
population are more patriotic than the hardy and f
brave men of the frontier, or more ready to obey d
the call of their countty, and to defend her righta 1
and her honor, whenever ami by whatever enemy
assailed. They should be protecied from the grasp- r
ing speculator, and secured, at the minimum price '

of the public lands, in the hutnble homes which
they have improved by their labor. With ihis end '
in view, all vexatious or unnecessary tesirictions t

imposed upon them by the existing preemption r

laws, should be repealed or modified. It is Hie r

true policy of the government to afford facilities to "

its citizens to hecome the owners of small portions I
of our vast public domain at low and moderate f
rates i

The present system of managing the mineral '
lands of the United States is believed to be radi- <

cally defective. More than a million of acres of t
the public lands, supposed to contain lead and other c
minerals, have been reserved from sale, and no- '

merous leases upon them have been granted to in- f
dividual* upon a stipulated rent. The system of t
granting leases has proved to he not only unprofit- '

able to the government, but unsatisfactory to the *

citizens who have gone upon the land*, and mo«t, s

if continued, lay the foundation of much future dif- »

fieuhy between the government and the lessees, c

According to the official record*, the amount of t
rents received by the government Ior the years ti

1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844, was si* thousand thiee c

hundred and fifty-four dollars and seventy four e

cents, while the expenses of the system during the s

same period, including salaries of superintend- o

ents, agents, clerks, and incidental expenses, were o

twenty six thousand one hundred and eleven dol- e

lars and eleven cent*.the income being less than ti
one-fourth of the expenses. Tothis pecuniary loss n

may be added the injury sustained by the public in f
consequence of the destruction of timber, and the ti
careless and wasteful manner of working the n
mines. The system has xiven rise to much litiga- t
tion between ttie United Stales and individual citi- a

zens, producing irritation and excitement in the o
mineral region, and involving the government in b
heavy additional expenditures. It i-> believed that b
similar losses and embarrassments will continue to tl
occur, while the present system of ieasing these t
lands remains unchanged. These lands are now r
under the superintendence and care of the War
Department, with the ordinary duties of which s

they have no proper or natural connexion. I re- '
commend the repeal oflhe present system, and that i
these lands be placed under the superintendence <1
and management of the General Land Office, a* k
other public lands, and be brought into market and u
sold upon such terms as Congress in their wisdom t
may prescribe, reserving to the government an *

equitable per centage of the gross amount of mine- d
ral product, and that the pre-emption p> incip'e be "
extended to resident miners and settlers upon tbem, p
at the minimum price which may be established *

by Congress.
i reier yon in me accompany ins repori 01 ine c

Secretary of War, for infortnaiion respecting the i
present situation of the army, and its operations u
during 'he past year; the. state of our defences; o
the condition of the public works; and our rela- *
lions with the various Indian tribes within onrllm- p
its or upon our borders I invite your attention to f
tbe suggestions contained in that repori, in relation
to these prominent objects of national interest. c
When orders were given <'nri«g the past summer c

for concentrating a inilitary force oh the western 1
frontier of Texas, our troops were widely dis- f
persed, and in small detachments, occupying posts c
remote from each other. The prompt and expedi- I
tious manner in which an army, embracing more r
than hall our peace establishment, was drawn to- 1
geiher on an emergency so sudden, reflects great a
credit on the officers who were intrusted with the t
execution of the^e orders, as well as upon the dis- t
cipline of the nrmy itself. To be in strength to f

protect and defend the people and territory of *

Texas, in the event Mexico should commence (
hostilities, or invade her territories with a large <

army which the threatened, I authorized the gen- l
eral assigned to the command of the army ot occu- ®

pation to make requisitions for additional forces s
Irom several of the States nearest the Texan teni- t
tory, and which could most expeditiously furnish r

them, if, in his opinion, a larger force than that <
under his command, and the auxiliary aid which, t
under like circumstances, he was authorized to c
receive from Texas, should be required. The *

contingency upon which the exercise of this au- t

thotiiy depended, has not occurred. The circum l
stances under which two companies of State artil- f

lery from the city of New Orleans were sent into r

Texas, and mustered into the service of ihe United
Slates, are fully stated in ihe report of ihe Secre- s

taryofWar. 1 recommend to Congress that pro- f
vision be made for the payment of these troops, as I
well as a small number of Texan volunteers, whom r
the commanding general thought it necessary to *

receive or muster into our service. f
During the last autnmer, the first regiment ol

dragoons mode extensive excursions through the n
Indian country on our borders, a part of them ad- I
vanring neatly to the possessions of the Hudson's a
Bay Company in the north, nnd a part as far as the v
South Pass of the Reeky mountains, and the head s

waters of the trlbutnty streams of the Colorado of
the West. The exhibition of this military force n

among the Indian tribes in those distant regions, I
and the councils held wi h them by the cotemand- »
ers of the expeditions, it is believed, will have a s

salutary influence in restraining them from hosiij h
Hies among themselves, and maintaining friendly 11
relations between them and the United States. An tl
interesting account ot one of these excursions ac- a

companies the report ol the Secretaty of War d
Under the directions of the War Department, Bre ll
vet Captain Fremont, of the corps of topographicalengineer*, has been employed since 1842 In n

exploring the country west of the Mississippi, and It
beyond tne Rocky mountains. Two expeditions o
have already been brought to a close, and the re- o

ports of that scientific and enterprising officer have h
furnished much intetesiing nnd valuable informa t
lion, lie is now engaged in a third expedition; a

hut it Is not expected that this arrinon* service 5
will be completed in season to enable me to com- e
municate the result to Congress at the present ses- e
slon. o
Oar relations wilh the Indian tribes are of a fa- c

vorable character. The policy of temoving them s
to a country designed for their permanent tesi a

dence, west ol the Mississippi and without the lim- e
Its of the oiganized States nnd Territories, i« bet- »

ter appreciated by them than it was a lew years i
njjo; wntte education is now attended io, and the v
hnb.is of Civilized life nre gaining ground among '

ihein. 11
Serion* difficulties of long standing continue to ri

distract the several parties into which the Chero n
kees arc unhappily divided The eflbrts of the ri

government to adjust the difficulties b tureen p
them have heretofore proved unsucci saful; and <
there remain* no probability that thin desirable ob
jeet eat) be accomplished wi.hogt the aid ol lur '
ther legislation by Cengrena. I will, at an fatly f
period if Tonr session, present the subject for f
your couslderation, accomparied With rn exposi- r
tinn of Ihr couip'aints and claims ot the several f

parties into which the nation isdivided,with a view »

to the adoption if such measures by Congress as «

may enable the executive to do justice to them re- I
spec-lively, and to put an end, if possible, to the dis '
scn.sions which have long prevailed, and still prevail, among ihcin. I *

I refer you to the tcporl of the Secreiaty of the '
Navy for the present cohditiou of thai branch of <
the national defence; And for grave Suggestions, 1

having Ifrir their object tjie Increase of its efficiency, «
and a greater economy ih its management During <
the pa" year the officers and irtrn have performed I
their duiy in a satiafaciory manbeV. The orders t
which have-been given, have been errcuted nrfth''t

.. J » +

roujjilpckt and fidelity. A la rye I farce than has oil
n (aimed our squadron under our flag was tesdilt
otueotrnted in the calf of Mexico, and apparentlyi bout nuosunl effort. It is especially 10 be ob
reed, that notwithstanding the union of so con

iderable a force, no act was committed thai evei
he jealousy of an irritated power could construe a:
n act of aggression ; and that the commander o
he squadron, and his officers, In strict conformity
nth their instructions', holding themselves eve

early lot lite in0.-4 active duty, hive achiever) tin
till purer glory of roMrihtMing to the preset vatiot
f peace, it is believed that at aji our loieigu Ma
ions the honoroi uur>i1ag lias been maintained, am
hat gt uerally our ships of w ar have been disttn
nislted for their good discipline and order. I an
nppv to add, that the display of maritime forct
thjeh was required by the events of the summer
as beeu made wholly within the usual appropiiaions for the set vice o| the year, so that 110 addi
ional appropriations are required.
The commerce of Jhe United Slates, aud will
the navigating interest, have steadily and rapdly increased since the organization of ou

;overntneul, until, it is believed, we ate nov
econd 10 but one Power in the world, and a
io distant day wc shall probably be inferior t<
ione. Exposed as tjicy must be, it has been t
rise policy to afford to thw# important inter
>ts protection with our ships ol war, distrih
lied in the gieat highways of trade throughout th
rorhl. For more than thirty years appropriation
rave been made, and annually expended, for th
tradual inert a>e ofour ua.val foices. In peace, ou
iavy performs the important duty of protecting ou
ommerce; and, in the event of war, will be, as
ms been, a most efficient means of defence.
The succeanful u-e of steam navigation on th<

icean lias been followed by the introduction of war
( ameis in great and ineiea-ine numbers into thi
laviesoftheprincipal maritimePowersofihe world
V due regard to our own safety and to an eflicien
irotection to nnr larwe and inrreaainff rommerci
lemands a corresponding increase on oar pari
So country has greater facilities for the construe
ion of vessels of this description than ours, or cat
>romise itself greater advantages from their employ
nent. They are admirably adapted to the protec
inn of our commerce, to the rapid transmission n

nteliigence.and to the coast defence. In pursuanct
if the wise policy of a gradual increase of ou

tavy, large supplies of live oak limber, and othc
naterials for ship building, have been col'ected
ind are now under shelter and in a state ol goo<
ireservaiion, while iron steamers can be built will
;reat facility in various pans of the Union. Tht
iseof iron as a material, especially in the construe
ion of steamers, which can enter with safety man]
if the haiburs along our coast now inaccessible it
reasels of greater draught, and the practicability o
(instructing them in the interior, strongly recora
nends that liberal appropriations should be mad<
or this important object. Whatever may havi
te»n our policy in the earlier stages of the govern
nent, when the nation was in its infancy, oui

hipping interests and commerce comparative!]
mail, our resources limitvd, our population spatst
ind scarcely extending beyond the limits of tht
iriginal thirteen States, that policy must be essen

iafly dixrcrent now that we have grown from threi
o more than twenty millions o| people,.that out
nmmerce, cart icd in our own ships, is found ir
tvery sea, and that our territorial boundaries anr
eltlements have been so greatly expanded. Neithet
>ur commerce, nor ottr long line of coast on tht
cean and cn the lakes, can be successfully defndd against foreign aggression by means cflortifica
ions alone. The»e are essential at important com
nerrial and military points, but our chief reliance
or this nhjert must be on a well-organized, effieien
iavy. The benefits resulting Irom such a navyan
lot confined to the Atlantic Stales. The produc
ions of the inteiior which setk a market abroad
re directly d» pendent on the safety ami freedotr
>f our commerce. The occupation of the Balizt
iclow New Orleans by a hostile force would em
larrass, if not magnate, the whole export trade o
he Mississippi, and affect the value of the agricnl
ural products of the entire valley of that might]
iver ami its tributaries.

It has never been onr policy to maintain largi
landing armies in time of peace. They are con
rnry to the genius of our free institutions, wouk
inpose heavy burdens on the people, and b<
langerous to public liberty. Our reliance for pro
ection and defence on the land must be mainly or
iur citizen soldiers, who will be ever ready, a;
hev ever have been ready in times past, to rusl
vifh alacrity at the call of their country to hei
lefence. This description of force, however, can
lot defend our coast, harbors, and inland seas, noi
noted onr commerce on the oeean or the lakes
rhese must be protected by onr navy.Considering an increased naval force, and espe
ially of steam vessels coriesponding with oui
Towth and importance as a nation, and piopor
ioneil to the increased and increasing naval powei
if other nations, of va*t importance as regards oui
afety, and the great and growing interests to b<
iroected by it, i recommend the subject to th<
avorable consideration of Congress.The report of the Postmaster General herewltl
ommunicnted contains a detailed statement of tht
perations of his department during the past year
t will be seen that the income from postages wit
all short of the expenditures for the year betweei
me and two millions of dollars. This deficiency
ins been cansed by the rednrtion of the rates o
wrstago, which was made by the act of the third o
March Ism. No principle has been more generally
icquiesced in by the people than that this depart
nent should sustain iiself by limiting its expendi
ures to its income. Congress has never sought ti
nake it a source of revenue for general purposes
xoept for a short period during the last war wltl
3reat Biitain, nor should it ever become a chnrgi
in the general tieasury. If Congress shall adheri
o this principle, as I think they ought, it will bi
iecessary either to curtail the pre-ent mail service
o as 10 reduce the expenditures, or no 10 modi);
he »cl of Ihe third of March last as to improve it:
evenues. The extension of the mail service, ant
he additional facilities which will be demanded bj
he rapid extension and increase of popnlation 01
tor western frontier, will not ndmit of such curtail
nent as will materially reduce the present expend!
ures. In the adjustment of the tariff of postage
he interests of the people demand, that the lowes
ates be adopted which will produce the necessar
evenue to meet the expenditures of the depart
nent. I invite the attention of Congress to th<
nggestions of the Postmaster General on this sub
ect, under the belief that such a modification o
he late law may be made as will yield sufficien
evene without further calls on the treasury, ant
villi very little change in the present rates o

tostage.
Proper measures have been taken, in pnrsuann

if the act of the third of March last, for the estab
ishment of lines of mail steamers between thi
nd foreign eountt ies. The importance of this set
ice commends itself strongly to favorable con
ideration.
With the growth of our country, the public bttsi

ic.ss which devolves on the heads of ihe severs
Hxectuivr Departments has greatly increased. It
ome respects, the distribution of duties among then
e^-ms to te incongruous, mid many of these migh
* transferred from one to another with adv-mtagi
othe public IntriVMs. A more auspicious timrl'o
he consideration of this subject by Congress, will
view to system in the organization or the severs
eparintents, and a more appropriate division
he public baslness, will not probably occur.
The most important duties of the Stale Depart

rtent relate to our foreign affair*. By the great en

nrgement of the family of nations, the increase o
ur commerce, and the corresponding extension o
ur consular system, the business of thisdepatlmen
as been greatly increased. In its present otgani
ation, n:nny duties of a dome-tic natnre, and con
isting of details, are devolved cn the Secretary o
Itatc, which do not appropriately belong to the for
ign department of the government, ana may prop
rly be transferred to some other department. Om
f the-e grows out of the present state of the lav
oncoming the Patent Office, which, a few year
ince, was a subordinate clerk-hip, but has becotm
distinct bureau of great importance. With at

icellent interna! organization, It is still connecter
vith the State Department. In the transaction o
is business, questions of much importance to in
enters, and to the community, Ireouently arise
rhich.by existing laws, are referred for decWot
o a board, of which the Secretary of State is t
nember. These questions arc legal, and the con
lexion which now exists between the State Depart
nent and the Patent Office, may, Willi great pro
iriety and advantage, be transferred to the Attorne;Jeneral.
In his last annnal message to Congress, Mr

Hadisop invited Attention to n proper provisiot
or the Attorney General as an " important im
rrovement lo the executive establishment." Thi
erommeodatinn wn* repeated by some of his sue
exsors. The official duties of ihc Attorney Gen
>rnl have been much Increased w ithin a lew years
ind hi- office ha- become onr of great importance
:11s Holies may lie still farther increased with ad
raniage to the iinb'ic interests. As an execntivi
ifficer. his residence and constant attention at th<
eat of g wernment are requieeJ. Legal question
nvolving important principles, and largo amount
it public money, ara constantly referred to him bt
he President and executive departments for hi"
nomination and decision. The public husines
inder his official manage mem'before (he judicial
ran been wo augmented by toe extension of oot ter
itodf, and tlrt net* of Congrea* authorizing suli
igainst the United Stale* for larga bodies bf valna

tile public land*, is gi early to tuctra-e his ltd
r and responsibilities. ( therefore recommend
f the Attorney General he placed on the mnie I'uoi
- with the heads of the other executive departmc
- with such subordinate officers, provided by
i for hi* department, as may be required to disc lit
s the additional duties which have been or ma;
I devolved upon him.
1 Congress possess the power ot exclusive legi
r lion over the District of Columbia, and I romio
t the inteiests of its inhabitants to your favor;
i considetation. The people of this District h

no legislative body id their own, and mast con
i their local as well as their general interests to F
- resentatives in whose election they have no vc
i and over whose official conduit they have no <

t trol. Each member oi the National Legislui
-, should consider himself as their immediate Re

sentative, and should be the more ready to givt
. tention to their interests and wants, because h

not responsible to them. 1 recommend that a
) eral and generous spirit may characterize y
i- measures in relation to them. I shall he ever
r posed to show a proper regard for their wis
v and, within constitutional limits, shall at all ti
t cheerfully co-opeiate with you for the advanced
u of their welfate.
a I trust it may not be deemed inappropriate to

occasion lor me 10 dwell lor a moment on
memory of the most eminent citizen of oar o«
try, who, during the summer that is gone hy,
descended to the tomb. Tbe enjoyment ol <

tcmplating, nt the advanced age of near four at

year*, the happy condition of his country, che«
the last hours of Andrew Jackson, who depa
this life in the tranquil hope of a blessed imn
tality. His death was happy, as his life hud b
eminently useful. He had an unfaltering ct:
Hence in the virtue and capacity of the people,
in the permanence of that Iree government wl
he had largely contributed to establish and deft
His great de-ds had secured to him thealfecil
of his lellow-ciiizens, and tt was Ifffhappine?
witness the growth and glory of his couture wl
he loved so well. He departed amidst the b«
dictions of millions of freemen. The nation fits tribute to his memory at his tomb. Com
generations will learn from his example the I
of country end the rights of man. In his langu
on a similar occasion to the present, "I now ci
mend you. fellow citizens, to the guidance of
mighty God, with a full reliance on His mere
providence for the maintenance of our free ir
unions; an I with an earnest supplication,
whatever errors it may be toy lot to cota-nil in
charging the arduous duties which have devol
on me, will find a rem- dy in the harmony and t

r dom of your counsels."
JAMES K. POLB

Wsshinoton, December 2, 1845.
Mr- SEVIER moved that the reading be

pensed with, when the secretary came to that
tion of the message which referred to the Secret
of War.
The motion prevailed.
Mr. SPEIQIIT moved a resolution provicthat the usual number of copies Ive printed.Mr. SEVIER. I would inquire if there be

some rule with regard to the printing ofcopies ?
Mr. MANGUM. Not as regards the Pi

dent.
Mr. SPEIGHT. Let the resolution lie over

a dav.
Mr. ALLEN moved the adoption of the foil

ing resolution;
Remheil, That in addition to the copies of the Preaidi

message and the accompanying documents hitherto
dered to be furnished for the use of the Senate, than
printed for the use of the Senate twenty-live thou:
eopies of the message, together with so tnnrh of tin
eompanylng documents as relates to the negotiation!
twern the United Slides and Great Britain on the suhjeithe Oregon Territory.
Laid over.
Mr- SPEIGHT offered the following reaolut

which was laid over:

Rrtolred, That the President of the United States ci
to he laid before the Senate, at at early a day aa prachie, the report of the board of commissioner* appoint!
pursuance of the act of f'ongresa of the -iSd day of
gust, IM J, entitled "An art to provide for the aatlsfac
of claims arising undrr the 14th urticle of the treal
Dancing Rabbit Creek, concluded in September, 1830,"
bracing the testimony on which the claims arising u' said treaty have been allowed, together w ith the ami

; ot scrip requisite to satisfy the tame, distinguishingamount already issued,
The Senate, hereupon, adjourned.

I HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
T TKfl HnilM PMIltVtAfl It* nrAAasJma.- »

. =» 1» «

Agreeably to adjournment.
The journal of the previous day waa read

approved.
ELECTION- OF CLEAE.

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that B. B. Far*
esq., be continued in the office of clerk of the He
of Representative*. He waa confident that the
tion would receive the general approbation of
House.
The resolution was put, and unanimously ad'

ed.
petition from oredon.

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL desired to ocrupy
a very short time the attention of the House.
Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, roee to order.
Mr. INGERSOLL believed that he was in

der.
Mr. HOUSTON would ask the chair to de

whether it was then in order to commence a dis<
sion, or introduce any proposition, as there w
resolution, offered on the previous day by the I
orable gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Cobb,] lie
the House.
The SPEAKER decided that the gentleman f

Pennsylvania was pot in order.
Mr. INGERSOLL merely wished to prose

petition He held in his hand a petition ft
American inhabitants of Oregon, which ho des
to introduce, and have read by the elerk. [Crie
"order."]The SPEAKER. Docs the House consent
waive the previoua order? [Cries of "no," "no
Mr. INGERSOLL stated that he had juatreived intelligence, relative to hiadomestic affa

which would require his absence for some dt
and he was therefore anxious now to present
petition with which he had been intrusted.
Mr. COLLAMER insisted that the standingder of the House be adhered to. [Criea of "qttion "]
The SPEAKER again reminded the gentler

from Pennsylvania that the order was on the ad
linn of the resolution offered by the gentleman fi
Georgia.
Mr. INGERSOLL then moved a suspensiotthe rules.
The motion was put and carried, and the petii

wes read bv the clerk. This petition set forth
object* of the memorialists in emigrating to Orejdescribed their present prosperous condition
their future prospects; and prayad Congreaiadopt such measures as, in its wisdom, it might
fit, for the promotion of their welfare and tneii

I nuaimn to meir moiner country.
J MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

1 During: the rending of the petition from Oreg
a message wns received from-the Senate, inftrm

p the House that a committee had been appointei
co-onerate with that of the Houee in waiting u
the President.

j THE PUBLIC PRINTING.

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, moved that the He
. now proceed to the election of a public printer.

Mr. GARRIT DAVIS offered the follow
I amendment:
I " Thst a committee of Ave he appointed to let the p

ing of the House to the lowest bidder, after ten davs' ad
tisement, io the newspapers printed in tnis city, the pa
or persons to whom it may be let being required to
bond with sufficient security for the proper execution ol

I work;and the necessary printing.in the mean lime, the o
of this House is required to hare done by the printers
the iaat House.

t Mr. DAVIS supposed, that, as a matter of ec

,, omy, the amendment which he offered was in
. entitled to the deliberate consideration of the Hot
t The mode of letting the printing of the departmi

at the discretion of their heada, prevailed u
1 within the last few years. A reform was proposed
I adopted by that House.yes, by the Congress ol
. United States.and the principle adopted of leu

the printing of the departments to the lowest I
i der. What was the consequence? The work,
j stead of coming into the hands of politicians.

venturers, hungry cormorants, who hang aro
. this city, hunting afler the spoils from the Tress
- Department.went into the honda of honeiit opi
C lives, printers, who agreed to perform the w

since that time for one-half lite previous c
If gentlemen would look at the cost of the pr
ing of the departments under the old systrni,
the. roat tinder that system which now prrvaila,
is similar to that proposed by him in his «mt

ment, they would ascertain Mint a saving of at It
fifty per cent, would be effected, and the work
better performed than formerly. Now, he nresut
that most of the members of the House hao recei
a memorial.not a memorial, but a communiratio

t addressed to them by practical printers of this c
r who offered to do the. public printing of both Hot
«. of Congreaa at something like a reduction of .'13
« cent, upon the cast which the House would hav
1 nay if they proceeded now to elect a public prit
s Well, he asked the gehtlerncn present, if this sat
s of 33 or SO per sent. In the tast work of the pu
I' printing of the two Houses of Congress coult

effected, nnd the tkork execute^ by u<«i) W^oae
* prnpriate business it waa to 4" i*. Whether 4

not their drtty'lo t^Mr c6tw(itW^lt| and the(r c(

.:
>ots try to briug about tins reformationBut the cuu'ha'siarration of mere saving wm of little wsiglil, when
ling compared with other consideration*. Hi* object in
nw, offering the amendment wm to cut up, to the «xlawtent which the new system would cut up, the epulis
irge system. In England, the public preM is said to be
|r be tM "fourth estate." In this country, they all knew,

they all felt and acknowledged, the power and inula-fluence of the public press in the concerns of (he
end government, and in the formation and control of
ible public opinion. It was a matter of great national
are momnr that the public press should be pure.thatfide it should lie incoriupf; and especially was it iratep-portant that the government, in all its operations,
ice, should disentangle itself front all cotinexion with
3od- the public press. What did this government rxhibi:
uie from year to year, and what,had it exhibited? AI*
pre- lying itself with n party-prostituted press.feedingal- its corruptions and its venom, in conducting the iin'i* |H»rtant business of the government of this great nahb-tion He muintained.and it was in conformityour with that sentiment that he had offered the propoaidis-tion before the House.that this "governmentoughthes, not, ih any of its operations, to connect itself with
mes the newspafier press of the country".that it oughticut not to become the |>atron of a psriy-prosti*tuted press, whether attached to one or the other
the of the partiea that divide the people of the Uniied
the Slates. He maintained that it was the duty of Con>un-gress to reform this business, and the people should
ha* demand of Congress that a reform be at once effected,
on- In assuming that position, it was not hia purpose,
tore it was nst his object, to cast any exclusive censure
red on any particular party in the House orin the nation,
rted Partiea, in some of their great features, and in their
tor- action, were essentially (he same; and, whether the
leeti one party or the other administered the government,
nfi- and had the election of a public printer, thepracticalend results would be pretty much the same. Tnsy had
lich been pretty much the same.a most improvident sx

ndpendttureof public money for the printing. Two
one or three years ago, We had a proposition to reduce
a to the public printing; and it succeeded, so fsr as it relichlated to the printing of this House. A similar proptrie*oaition was made and prevailed at the last session,
aid There was an apparent reduction of the cost of the
tine public printing; but still a mode wm devised by
ove which tne public printer could be indemnified, and
age that was by the publication of an extra number of
om documents entirely useless and valueleM. He ask-

ea inc attention or the rioufle to one or two facta,
iful A few years ago, tables of the aggregate census of
i-ii- the United States were printed, and on that jobalone
Ihni it was ascertained that the profit amounted to $75,His-000 or $100,000. If the principle he (Mr. D.) provedposed had then been in operation, the government
v.s- would have saved $75,000 of the public money in

the printing ol the census tables of 1840. A similar
£. compendium had been ordered for this House, and

a proposition had been offered to do the work for
about two-thirds of the amount which was actuallycharged. But the princ pie for which he contendarvec*' Bn^ sou«ht 10 esta' tiali by the resolution before

' the House, was not in operation, and an immense
sum went into the pocket of the public primer

I- If I had time and inclination, 1 could advert, to
* numerous facts establishing, in an equal or propor
( donate degree, the numerous abuses resulting from

the mode of electing a public printer. Mr. D. referredto the fact that a similar practice waa establishedin the Navy Department, some years ago, of
j. letting all their contract* for wupptie* to the lowest

bidder. This system worked well, and resulted in
ow_ the work being done at the lowest possible rate,

and by practical and skillful men. The fruit has
been an immense saving to the government. And

"or. similar results would follow the adoption of the
5 t,e proposition he now made.
and But again, he said, the consideration ofeconomy in
' nc~ tide matter weighed nothing, in hia estimation, to the
ct of higher and more important consideration of the moral

influence which this change would have on the public
sentiment and the public interest of the Union. It whs

on. the duly of Congress.of the country.to disenthral
' itself from such paltry sheets as resulted from

coupling the patronage of the government with the
tic»- public press. The press ought to be pure, indeedin pendent; it ought to disentangle itself from governAu-ment.from factions; it ought to speak morality:',0o" and high principle to this country; and it is vain to
,.m. expect it to speak in a voice answering to these
nder sentiments, as long as the public press is dependent
junt Upon the government patronage. The proposition

which he made would result in the saving of at
least 33) ner cent, on the public printing, antf would
also purify, to some extent, the press of the country;and he trusted it would be adopted.

In conclusion, Mr. D. demanded the yeas and
»f-k, nays on bis amendment.

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, remarked that the
and amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky had

taken him entirely by surprise; and that surprise, in
some degree, originated from what seemed to him a

[CI| new-born zeal for retrenchment in this direction,
mse ^r* DAVIS asked leave to explain; to which
mo_ Mr. B. assenting,
,|ie Mr. D. said the gentleman was mistaken in imputingto him a new-born zeal upon this subject. From

the year 1839, the gentleman would find that his
course and votes upon this subject had been uniformlyin strict conformity to tha proposition he had
now submitted,

for Mr. BAYLY resumed. Ho was aware that a

proposition had been made at the commencement of
the last Congress similar to that now made by the

°r- gentleman from Kentucky; and, without knowing
the fact, he took it for granted that the gentleman at

cide that time sustained the proposition. But the gencostleman and his party were in a majority in this House
ns a in 1842, and he had yet to hear that that gentleman
ion- (it that time had introduced, and exerted himself to
fore carry out, such a proposition. He thought it very

probable that some zeal had been manifested by the
rom gentleman end iiome of hie party on this subject

when they had no power to carry it out; but he had
nt n yet to learn that it had been manifested when it
om could have been of some avail. But he did not wish,ired in the discussion of this subject, to give a party caste
s of to it. lie had only referred to it to account for the

surprise he had expressed on rising that the propositotion should have been made at this time, and under
"] such circumstances as at present existed They
re- had now no public printer. They had elected a publics,lie printer for the last Congress, and for the Inst

>ys; Congress only. They were expecting momentarilythe a message from the President of the United States,
to which all eves in this Union, and, indeed, he

or* might say, of Christendom, were in some sort turntea-ed. Was that not to be printed! Were they to be
delayed until the tedious process of the gentleman

nan |ia(i been gone through with, before this printing,'°P* and such other printing as Congress might in the
ft"11 mean time require, could be done? ft would subject

them to an extent of inconvenience, he was sure,
J which they were not called on to incur.

But there was another objection to the adoptionof"?n this amendment. If now adopted, the necessities of' this House, alresd v referred to, would make it imper>on,;ntively necessary that a speedy contract should be rnnntered into witli the public printer. Who was to be
benefited by this? Would a fair competition be se**5cured? Thegentleman from Kentucky had referred to
the practice of the government in the analogous cases
nf tU annnlix of ,h. W.. ...I TV....,

hy contract. But what win ihe practice of the govjon,ernment in these coses? Were these contracts let at
ling a day or two'a notice, when the countiy waa unapilto prized that such was to l>e the case? The contrary
pon was the fact. The practice had not been introduced

until n law was passed sanctioning it, and then not
until after due notice had been given to contractors
from every portion of the Union. The effect of the

u#e gentlemen's proposition, as now introduced, would
be, to throw the competition for this printing beongtween two establishments in thia city, and two establishmentsonly. If he was coirectiy i formed,

fbit- he believed that the two establishments.the Na,i.n.llnl«ttin>n<-«r >»H th. I .1.

jive ones prepare? at once to do thie printing. But, in'the any event, under the amendment proposed by the
' rk gentleman, the Houec would be subjected to an

inconvenience which he did not think they were

,on_ called upon to incur.

atly But, aa far aa economy wae concerned, the mode
jae propoaed by the gentleman waa not neceaaary. The
cnta comprnaation of the printer wna regulated by
,nti| law, and was within the control of Congress,
and If loo much wae now paid, let the price be
'(he reduced. The gentleman would find no one

ling 'n H°UBe who would go farther than he
9j£ would to secure economy in the expenditures
in- of the government of thia description. But he
.«d- was very much surprised to hear, from the genundtleman from Kentucky, that there weyo these enorurymous profits maqe by the public printer. It was
rea a subject which he (Mr. B.) personally knew
or|i nothing of; hut he took It for granted that the older
oat. members of the House of Representatives, who
int. hod been here for the last few years, were pretty
and good judges of the matter, and, if he waa to infer
and anything from their action, the inevitable conclusion
md- would be, that loo much was not paid. Whgt was
cast 'he history of the matter? At the beginning of the
[ 1* 27th Congress, this Houfc,as he understood, reliedduccd the pay of the printer IS per rent. At that
red time, the National Intelligencer waa elected the pulinglie printer. The original compensation hod Wo
ily,, fixed under the law of 1819. Subsarptent to that
aaes time, great improvement;; had been made in the
per mechanism of ',q* printing press. Printing could
e to hp done cheaper, and a corresponding reduction waa
H«r. made at the commencement of ilpttCongress. But
ring before that Congress hacj d**hwnded, iheli per cent,
iblic « as restore^ the political associates of the genIhn! :Uu«an from Kentucky.giving up, aa he was told,
np. as a direct Ixpnun, fiUVQOQ, which that establishment
t^as haq not anticipated when it took the printing. They
jUp. bound themselves to do the printing at the prices

which hail been tixed, and this additional amount
waa given aa a direct gratuity. From these facta,,
he ahnuld infer thai the prices paid weiw nut ao exliavaganlaa the gentleman acrined to aupjKiac.
Certainly it could not be ao in the estimation of the
frienda of ihe gentleman, who acted with him on that
occaaion.
From these facta, they were bound to come to

one of two rjinehtfiiona: either dial, after the reductionof the 15 per cent., the compensation wn* inadequate,or another ronrlueion, which woa not
very charitable, and one which he did not chooae to
make, viz: that this mm waa afierwarda given to
them aa a gratuity, as pariiaena. Aa to much the
gentleman had auid about divorcing the public preaafrom the patronage of ihe government, he entirely
concurred with bun; and whenever it ahould be in
hit power, without inconvenience to the House of
Representatives, and without attaining fwfiticaf objectsin the teeini.tg ejfort to aroul them.whenever be
could go directly to the point, whenever he could
fmirll/ utillmilf (fwrnntinir at nAlltiaal nkiaal of

»ort.bring about an entire divorce between the governmentand the preas, no one would go further
than he would to do it. But in doing thia, he did
not mean to act with a view to the tucceea of any
one eatabliehment in thia city or in any other.
Mr. B on referring to the public document* on

thia matter, aaid he found he was not ao much out
of the way when he had attributed to the distinguishedgentleman from Kentucky a new-born zeal
tor economy, aa the gentleman seemed to suppose.He had adverted to the circumstances under which
the 15 per cent, had been restored to the National
Intelligencer in 1842, and he found from the journal
that the gentleman front Kentucky hilnaelfnad absolutelyvoted for the restoration. lie had the
journal before him to establish the fact. The gentlemanhud told them of the enormous profits made
in the printing of the census and the compendiumof the census, and that seventy odd thousand dol-
lars might have been savad in that installs* by the
plan which be now proposed. If that job woe so
profitable, why was it found necessary to add 15 per
cent, to the compensation of the printers of the
House, as established by law ?
The gentleman had said it was in rain to expect im-

i. "."I v~""" ,,V,M i,,s KM",,V K,w» ** * ,w,,l
as they were under the patronage of the government.Mr. B. hoped the preae of (hie country was
not ae corrupt a* the gentleman seemed to suppose.He believed the gentlemen in this country usuallyconnected with the press were as intellectual, and, in
his humble opinion, as honest, as other politicians;and he did not see in the public press of the countryevidence or that corruption which the gentleman had
attributed to it. How had the gent eman come to
that conclusion? He knew of but two presses nowin existence which had bean extansivcly connected
with the public printing. One of tlieae waa the
National Intelligencer. He believed that establishmenthad enjoyed the public patronage for 90 years;and he asked the gentleman if he had come to his conclusionof the corrupting influence of the public patronagefrom the course ofthat press. He knew that
preaa was conducted with ability, very great ability,and he believed with as much fairness as characterised
moat of the political preaaea of the country. Aa to
the other presa to which he had alluded, he should
say nothing. He would leave that to be passed
upon by others, not biased by poblical partiality,
as he admitted he was. Ha should say nothingof the ch iractcr of the individuals for whom it
might |>eihaps be known it was his intention to
vote. But, said Mr. H., I can speak of one of them
with the confidence derived from an intimate personnl
knowledge, of him from my youth; and 1 can say,this government has not ;>alronage enough to corrupthis political integrity. The connexion of the
public printing with the presa is calculated, I admit,
in corrupt times and in corrupt nations, to warp its
course. But in this country I have not seen that
this has been its efTect heretofore; if the gentleman
lias seen it upon that one which has so long enjoyedthe government patronage, 1 leave it for him to
declare.
Mr. B. further argued that, under this plan, if

adopted at the present time, there could not be a fair
competition, as they could not allow all the printing
of Congress to be delayed until the matter was made
known in Boston, New York, and elsewhere. At
the last session of Congress, when the press which
executed the public printing was favorable to the politicalmajority in this House, that majority did reducethe rate of compensation; but they did not followthe example set by their predecessors, in first
making a reduction, and afterwards restoring it.aa,
according to the. gentleman's own argument, there
was no necessity whatever for restoring It, eXCCpLM J4
a gi«<t«i«7 ««» ia»unicii. I.iJUpCU IUC

House would vote down the proposition of the gentlemnnfrom Kentucky, end that they would go on 1

and make the necessary arrangements for the immediateexecution of the work which was pressing
on them. If this House were prepared to take the
necessary steps towards letting out the printing, by
passing a law, by advertising through their properofficer for proposals, by giving sufficient notice, and
openings fuirenm; etition,he was not prepared to say'he would not go with them; but he did not think
this House was required, for the sake of the paltrypecuniary advantage which the gentleman argued it
would effect, to suffer the inconvenience ana detri-
merit to the public interest of the delay which
would be inevitable, were this proposition to be
adopted. 1

Mr. D having concluded.I
Mr, DAVIS called for the reading of the reso-

lotion and amendment; which were read accord-
ingly.

lie also sent up, to be read at the clerk's table, a

pamphlet, purporting to be an offer, on the part of
some individual or individuals, to execute the print- (ing of Congress at 25 or 33} per cent, reduction
from the present rates.
Some moments were occupied in the reading; and,it not being concluded.
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, objected to

the further reading, as all the members of the
House, lie presumed, had had it laid upon their .

desks.
Mr. DAVIS insisted upon its reading; and that

the gentleman's objection, in order to be effectual,
should have been made before the reading commenced.
Mr. THOMPSON then moved to suspend the

reading of the paper.
Mr. OAVIS withdrew the paper, and proposed >

to make a few further remarks.
(

Mr. DAVIS proceeded to say, that the gentleman
from Virginia was a politician of the strictest sect of '

I.. .-I.....I In I.. i^i.... j ti. ... u.
S u. WO 'I'UIII |IUI

this question to him. Did he want a press establish- <
ed as an appendage to the government? Under
what law of the constitution, or which of the resolutionsof y9, would we find a press established?
Now, to believe the gentleman, he has adopted hi»
political principles in good faith, and he (Mr. D.)believed that in the main he would wish to csriy I
out his principles honestly. But he asked him if
the government having a press..IMr. McDOWELL hsrs intimated that the joint
committee appointed to wait on the President,"havingdischarged the duties assigned them, asked to be '
discharged forthwith.
Mr. DA VIS said, such being the case, he would,

for the present, give way. '

Mr. HOPKINS suggested to the gentleman from >

Kentucky that, as it might be some time before thr <

private secretary of the President made his appearanoe,it would be as well for him to proceed with
his remarks jMr. DAVIS continued. Referring the gentleman
from Virginia to his political principles and course
of action, he asked htm to reconcile them with his
sense of propriety of action in this House, in relation

tothe establishment of a government paper? His f
predecessor was the leader in the object he (Mr. D.) >

proposed) yes, he repeated, the gentleman's illue- ]trioua predecessor was in favor of.
The SPEAKER suddenly called the House to

order, to receive the President's message, which 1
was awaiting, in charge of the private secretary, at
the door.
A A#r f h* rPfldirt(7 r»f iKa mnaeorva urKiok Aponniad

nearly an hour and a half, waa concluded,
Mr. CHAPMAN moved that tha uaual number

f copies thereof, with the documenti accompanying
the same, and the usual number of copies thereof
without the documents accompanying, be printed.
Mr. BRODHEAD rose, and submitted the fol- '

lowing amendment:
Hns/i cW, That the message of the President of the Unlte.l

Stele* be referred to the Committee of tho Whale on the
stalo of the Union; and that U.tKKI copies with, and 20.Q00
copies without, tha accompanying documents, be,printed for Ithe use of the llousa; andthnt the priating ha dona hy the
printer to he hereafter elected.
Mr. CHAPMAN having Intimated that he acceptedthe amendment, it wm put and carried.
Tha SPEAKER then informed the liouaa thatMr. Davit had the floor on the suhjoot of the elec-tion of printer.
Mr- DAVIS arose, and eaid that, for the present,

ue did not Wish to pursue the argument; but would
more that the House should adjonm. [Cries of
"no," "no."1
The SPEAKER put the question of adjournment;

which was carried, and the H"uee accordingly arose,
a few minutes before 3 o'clock, p. m.

Coaatcrto*..The name of Mr. Archibald Atkinson,of Virginia, waa accidentally omitted in
our report of the proceedings of the House yesterday,on the vote for Speaker. Mr. A yoted fojt thq
Speaker elect, Mr. John W. De^iSj of is.

T If E UNION.
CITY OF WASHINGTON.

TUE8DAY NIGHT, DEC. 8, 1845.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
We lay before our reader*, in thia evening'*

Union, the first annual message of the present Presidentof the United Suttea. It was delivered to the
two Houses of Congress to-day, at one o'clock. It
has been looked for with the most eager anxiety,
both in this country and abroad. It will be read
with intense interest; and we venture to predict,
that no American, whose heart is in the right place,
will fail to feel a glow of patriotic pride in its perusal.

It is strongly characteristic of its author. Unpretendingin it* style, it presents to the represent-
stives of the States and the People a trunk, honest,
unreserved view of all the (treat subjects which ere
to engage their attention, end of the opinions of the
Executive connected with them. Our foreign relations,our system of taxation and finance, our relationswith the Indian tribes, the prospective increase
of our means of defence, wi.h many subjects of minorimportance, have been thoroughly examined,
and laid before Congress with candor, a spirit of
justice, and a patriotic fervor; while the message
bears evidence of modesty, and an unremitted applicationto pablic busineaa, which none of hit predecessorshave eurpassed. Never, in the period of
our exiatence as a nation, haa a document appeared
which could announce to the world a more protperoutstate of affaire, or which is more imbued with
the spirit of justice and nationality.
We have in type a notice, in detail, of the variou

lubjects of which the meetage treara; but we are

compelled, for want of room, to omit it to-night.
We might a* well attempt "to etop the ocean

with a bulrush" ae to arrest the multitude of
fables which are continuully pouring out from the
whig correspondent* and whig presses. The effort
would be rain, and, indeed, ridiculous. We shall
abandon the field to them, after the end of the pres;ntweek. But an. outrageous and concerted atemptwas made, a few days ago, in the New York
and Charleston papers, to charge ua with a
political bargain and coalition with the friend*
jf Mr. Calhoun, previous to the Baltimore
:onrention of May, 1844. We contradicted the
whole statement in the most positive terms, and upjnthe direct authority of Messrs. Hunter and 8cdlon.oftheHouse of Representatives, fiomthe State
if Virginia.
The correspondent of the "Baltimore Patriot" atemptato give a new version to the talc. He now

tays a meeting took place at the time referred to in
VIr. Seddon's room.that
"Mr. Iluntar and Mr. Seridoa were present; the subject of

oalficing or uniting with the Van Buren men was warmlyliscuised; the agreement was general to make the propose
ion for a fiai'tinn, or an nndtrtlundint, to tlie than editor of
lie Richmond KafmVrr, and other friend* of Mr. Van Bnren.
though one of the friend* of Mr Calhoun i* laid to have re
used to sign any paper of the kind, upon the ground thot
le had no faith In (he promise* of the editor of the Rnf uiVrt ;>
he coalition orimiwn look place; and. ill consequence there*
»f, the editor of the official organ now ndmltn. the Stole of
Virginia was carried against Mr. Clay.
"These things the editor ol the organ. Mr Hunter, and Mr.

teddon, will scarcely deny. Whether they make out «ueh
I ca*e « that commented upon. »nd contemptuously n.plled
:o hy the official organ of la*t night, is left with the reader
o determine."
We are again authorised by Messrs. Hunter and

Seddon to state, that no such proposition was adopt;dat the meeting; and that, as far as they are ad-
rised, no auch bargain was ever made; and that
hey subsequently neither themselves had, nor
were present at, any intercourse had by any other
rriend of Mr. Calhoun with ua, in which the leaat
eferencc waa made to our future oourae in reference
* the neat piasidswtial uaasaas, or the leaat expecetionexpreaaed that our support should be given
10 Mr. Calhoun.
We go farther. We proudly throw down the

gauntlet to all our political enemies, here or anytrknr, A
to show that we ever made any political bargain,
any political coalition, with any party, or with any
men, for any object whatsoever. We defy them in
this case.we defy them in all. And we go further,and say, that, if there be any act in our wholo
life of which we have any cauae to be proud, either
For the feelings which it called forth or for any little
talent we may possess in the way of public npeokng,it was the course we pursued in relation to that
memorable period in our party politics; and it was

the public expos? which we made befors the world,
in the midst of the State convention of Virginia, in
1844, when we had the honor or responding to the
loble and masterly exposition of R. M. T. Hunter
in the part of Mr. Cnlhoun'a friends.

SUPREME COURT.
Turseay, December 8, 1843.

The Supreme Court of the United Slates met this
morning at the Capitol. Present: Hon. Roger B.
raney, Chief Justice; Hon. John McLean, Hon.
lames M. Wayne, Hon. John Catron, Hon.
Samuel Nelson, and Hon. Levi Woodbury, AssociateJustices.
James Shields and Albert T. Bledsoe, esquires, of

Washington city, Frederick P. Stanton, esq., of
rennersec, and J. Van Buren, esq., of New York,
were admitted attorneys and councilors of tliia
;ourt.
The Chief Justice announced to the bar that the

:ourt would commence the call of the docket tomorrow,unde.r the 36th rule.
Adjourned till to-morrow, at 11 o'clock.

Committee os Rules or the House..The fol-
wwiug iiiMiuinmc ^CIIUCIIICM v nun committee:

VIr. Holmes, of S. C., Mr. John Q,. Adams, Mr.
Hamlin, Mr. Hunter, Mr. R. Chapman, Mr.
Bowlin, Mr. Vinton, Mr. Caleb B. Smith, and Mr,
teid.

Captain Thomas Sangster, a soldier of the late
war. respectfully presents himself to the Senate of
lie United Stntes, as Sergeant at Arms of that hon>rab!ebody.

A VETERAN REPUBLICAN.
Extract i/ a itUtrfrnm

Utica, (Miss.) Nor Uih, 1845.
For the enclosed bill, please send the Union to

H ijor John Cook, at this office. Major Cook ia
me of the few who are yet among us who took part
n the glorious struggle for independence, is now 84
fears of age, and has cast his vote respectively for
Washington, Jefferson, Madison. Monroe, Jackson,Ifan Buren, and Polk, for the office of Chief Magisrateof the United States.

[Correspondence of the Gh*rl«aton Courier ]
SOUTH CAROLINA LEGISLATURE

Comtmbia, .Wednesday, Nov. 26, 1845houieor akper.rentativas.
The House met at 12 o'clock, and, after the recepionof reports from the commissioners of free

choola, pe.itions for various matters, and the prelentmentaof grand juries.the hour for the election
>f senator for Congress being changed, by a mes*gefrom thaSenate, from 9o'clock to half-past 19.woeeedrd to the said election. Mr. Calhoun retired13.1 rotes.130 being given.

married,
On Sunday, the 23d ull., at the Founkry church,

bv the Rev. Mr. Taaaivo, JAMES C. BANGS,
nf Alexandria, D. C., to Miaa MARY OORMLEY.
of this city.

ORDERS for the Presidcnt'a message, translated
into German, in lha weekly edition of the "NationalZeitung," will be received, and promptly attendedin, by

J. G. KLENCK,
Dec 3 Publisher and proprietor.

OERSONS having datroa against, or balance due
i (ram the Navy Department to the estate of
Wk WtyWama, deceased, late a teaman in tha UnitedSkates WJf, are hereby notified to present them

tha office or the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury
within two months from this date. Nov 2.3t

Jffii A


